PANEL DISCUSSIONS

VENUE: MINI CINEMA
Tuesday | 12.10.2021- 9:00 to 10:00 pm

Independent films
Panelists
Moderator:
Khaled Al Mahmoud
Emirati Filmmaker

Nawaf Al Janahi

Khalid is a UAE National filmmaker. After studying film
production at the University of Denver in the US, he
started his career with Abu Dhabi Media Company, where
he spent eight years working as a television producer.
He then started freelancing, working as crew making
commercials and independent short films.

Actor and film director
Nawaf Al Janahi is an actor and a film director who was born in
Abu Dhabi (UAE) on 7 February 1977 to an Egyptian mother and
an Emirati father. He started acting at 7, and studied the arts
of cinema in California (USA). His first feature length film "The
Circle" was described by film critics as "a major turning point
in Emirati and Gulf cinema". Al Janahi's second feature film
"Sea Shadow" was released in cinemas across the Arabian Gulf
in 2011 and reached in the 1st week the 2nd place in the top
5 movies in UAE, the biggest cinema market in the Arab world.
Later, the film went on a global tour to 27 countries, the most
remarkable tour for an Emirati feature film to date. Beside
making films, Nawaf Al Janahi is also the founder of a number
of initiatives such as the Emirati Cinema Campaign, Black Box
Cinema, and Cineolio.

In 2011, Khalid was named as one of the top ten Arab
filmmakers to watch by Screen International. Khalid's films
have been participated in numerous festivals, including
Sabeel, which has won a number of plaudits and was
selected for the 2012 Berlinale Talent Campus. His most
recent work, Don't Leave Me, won Best Muhr Emirati Award
at the 2013 Dubai International Film Festival.

Hana Kazim

Manager of Local Film & TV at
Image Nation Abu Dhabi
Hana Kazim is a Manager of Local Film & TV at Image
Nation Abu Dhabi, and has worked on several of their
films including RASHID & RAJAB and SCALES. She received
her Master of Fine Arts degree in Film Producing at the
American Film Institute Conservatory in Los Angeles.
Recently, she wrote and directed a short horror film
titled MAKR, which screened at several prestigious horror
festivals.

Session language: English

Sherif Elbendary

Mahmoud kaabour

Egyptian film director

Sherif Elbendary, an Egyptian film director, writer and
producer; born in 1978 in Cairo. He graduated from faculty of
applied arts in 2001 and started his life as a textile engineer;
in 2002 he pursued another career path when he joined "The
high Cinema institute" in Cairo to study cinema directing and
graduated in 2007; where he got a teaching position from 2008
till now.
Elbendary directed a number of shorts and documentaries that
made it to numerous festivals around the world. His first short
film 'Rise and shine' was produced by the national film center in
2006, the film was selected in many international festivals and
won a number of awards including 'Tribeca film festival' in 2007.
In 2011, he directed a feature length documentary 'On the road
to Downtown', and among other 9 other directors, Elbendary
participated with 'Curfew' segment in the feature film '18 days'
- official selection Cannes 2011-.
Elbendary won the 'Robert Bosch Film Prize' at the Berlinale
talent campus 2014 for his short film 'Dry hot summer' - an
Egyptian German coproduction - the film premiered at 'Clermont
Ferrand ISFF 2016', and screened after in many festivals
around the world and won a number of awards. In 2017, El
Bendary released his first feature length narrative film 'Ali,
the Goat and Ibrahim' an Egyptian Emirati French coproduction,
which won a best actor prize at Dubai IFF and was released
in Egypt and France and many other countries, the same
year; Sherif Elbendary had a TV series broadcasted; 'The
Brotherhood II' written by the veteran screenwriter 'Wahid
Hamed'; a historical major production with political dimensions
that stirred controversy at the time

Filmmaker and creative consultant
Mahmoud is an award-winning filmmaker and creative
consultant based in Dubai & Berlin, working internationally.
His multi-lingual productions have been shown at top-tier
festivals and museums and were all broadcast worldwide.
His feature documentaries received numerous Best
Film & Audience awards, including Tribeca's 100,000$
Audience Award for Grandma, a Thousand Times presented
personally by Robert de Niro. In 2015, he received Esquire
Magazine's Humanitarian Award and was named to the list
of 100 most Powerful Arabs Under 40 following the release
of Champ of the Camp his documentary about a singing
competition that takes place inside the labor camps of
the UAE. Mahmoud's self-initiated documentation of the
Beirut blast aftermath in 2020 culminated in My Family
& The Explosion which premiered on Dutch broadcaster
HUMAN Omroep in The Netherlands. His upcoming project is
a worldwide journey in the footsteps of Handala.

Elbendary participated as a jury member in several film
festivals including Cairo IFF, El Gouna FF and The Egyptian
National Film Festival. Recently, Sherif Elbendary founded
'Africa Films', a film production company mainly focused on
short and feature films for promising and upcoming directors
making their first and second films, and will also produce his
second feature film 'Spray'.

Wednesday |13.10.2021 7:30 to 8:30 pm

Evolution of animation in movie production
Panelists
Moderator:

Fadel Al Mheiri
Emirati Filmmaker

Batoul Al-Tamimi

Fadel Al Muhairi was born in Abu Dhabi in 1979 and studied
cinematic arts at the American University of Sharjah.
He participated in his first experimental short film
'Tolerance' in a film competition from the Emirates in
2002, followed by the film 'On a Night of the Nights' 2003,
a short film about the dangers of the road. The film
won the Best Narrative Film award under the Student
Competition at the Emirates Film Competition. In 2004,
Fadhel directed Al Ghaith, a film about a disabled man who
searches for the cause of Al-Bustani's disappearance
from work. The film won the 'Best Screenplay' award in
the Emirates Film Competition. Fadel published a book
entitled 'The Kingdom of Peacocks'; An epic historical
story about the Portuguese conquest of a great
kingdom on the shores of the Persian Gulf in the early
16th century. He is now directing "Catsaway", the
first feature-length animated feature film about a
group of stray cats who seek refuge in Abu Dhabi amid
the transformation of the city. The film, which will
be released in cinemas, is produced by Tent Pictures
Productions, founded by Al-Muhairi at Twofour54.

Junior juror

A promising 17-year-old artist, a member of
Sajaya Girls in Sharjah. She has won many awards,
including the Sharjah Award for Voluntary Work,
the Sheikh Sultan Award for Celebrating The Spirit
of Youth, a member of the Promising Junior Jurors,
and Ambassador of the Cyber Security at the Child
Safety Department.

Session language: English

Mohamed Ahmed Fikree

Brian Ferguson

Filmmaker

Mohammad Ahmed Fikree is the founder of his one-man indie
animation studio Rogue Ant Studio and an award-winning Emirati
filmmaker, known for his short animations like 'Mad Camel
(2010)', 'Girl & It (2013)' and his upcoming animated featurelength 'The Heart of Them (2023)'. Mohammad also composes his
own original sound tracks for his projects. In 2015, he was sent
by the Dubai Film and TV Commission as one of the two Emirati
interns to experience the production of Paramount's 'Star
Trek Beyond (2016)' in Vancouver, Canada.

Film Animator

Brian Ferguson is a 25-year veteran film animator with
many significant projects to his credit, including some
of the highest-grossing films of all time. His filmography
includes 15 feature films, several as supervising animator,
for Walt Disney Animation Studios, including the critically
acclaimed and financially successful Beauty and the Beast,
Lion King, Aladdin, Pocahontas, Mulan, Fantasia 2000, and
Winnie the Pooh.
Brian has been an adjunct professor of character
animation at the prestigious California Institute of Arts
(CalArts) School of Film and Video and is currently teaching
in the Animation department at DePaul University in
Chicago, Illinois.

Thursday | 14.10.2021 7:30 to 8:30 pm

Role of women in films
Panelists
Moderator:

Raihana Al Hashemi
Emirati Filmmaker

Asma Hassouni
Media presenter

Asmaa Hassouni is a daughter of Sharjah and an Emirati youth energy. Graduated with a
Master of Arts in Communication from the University of Sharjah. Hassouni is currently
the Acting Deputy Director of Sajaya Girls of Sharjah. At the same time, she has been
working as a news anchor for the Sharjah Radio and Television Authority since 2017.

Raihana Al Hashmi is an Emirati filmmaker and partners
relations professional. She worked on various creative
projects focusing on film, art, and is also a voice over
artist. She's the co-founder of Mishka, a storytelling
home for TV and film.

Rasha Amer

Afra Al Marar

Director and founder of "She Films"
Rasha Amer is a film director and the founder of She Films,
an Abu Dhabi-based film production house dedicated to the
craft of visual storytelling. Stemming from an inherent
desire to tell underrepresented stories across all genres, her
oeuvre extends from award winning experimental films to
internationally shown feature documentaries.

Asma Hassouni was assigned many assignments, including working in the sisterly Kingdom
of Bahrain for weeks at the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports in 2016. Asma has
also made contributions to the file of Sharjah being awarded the title of "Child and
Adolescent Friendly Emirate" from UNICEF in 2018 as Managing Director of Institutional
Interaction in the Sharjah Child-Friendly Office.

Emirati Producer

Afra Al Marar is an Emirati filmmaker and producer with 12 years
of experience in the film industry.
Afra holds an MBA in entrepreneurship and innovation from CERT,
Higher Colleges of Technology, a Bachelor of Arts and Science in
Public Relations from Abu Dhabi University, and a Higher Diploma in
Applied Media Science from Higher Colleges of Technology.
Afra is the founder and general manager of Toaster Productions,
a production agency that offers complete services for film
production on international standards. Afra works as well as a
creative producer for Baynounah TV, a free-to-air Emirati TV
channel.

In addition, Hassouni played an active role in the Protocol Committee for several
important events held in the Emirate of Sharjah, including "Investing in the Future"
and "The Global Summit for Women's Economic Empowerment". As for the Sharjah
Architecture Triennial 2019, Hassouni was seconded as a consultant for communication
and government relations, where she worked to promote the vision and mission of
the Sharjah Architecture Triennial in the local community in cooperation with local
authorities in the emirate.

Afra is also a media industry committee advisor for Higher
Colleges of Technology. Afra produced 100+ hours of Live & prerecorded TV programs and five short films screened across
local and international film festivals. In addition, she worked as
a creative developer and project manager for six digital and
printed books. Afra also worked as a media buyer and advertising
executive for cultural and touristic campaigns.

Asmaa's passion for media began from her early childhood, when she was ten years
old and for 7 years presented programs on Sharjah TV until she joined university life
in 2007 at the Higher Colleges of Technology in Sharjah, which was the turning point
for her personal perspective on media, where Hassoni loved working. She focused on
documentaries with controversial topics, and excelled in them until she was able to
produce two documentaries during her school years until she graduated with honors.

Throughout the 12 years in the creative industry, Afra has been
exposed to various experiences such as concept development,
scriptwriting, directing, producing, media distribution, and media
buying and strategies.

Hassouni is highly skilled in communication and dialogue, and she is attracted by youth
gatherings where she can exchange opinions and learn about different cultures and
ideas. Hassouni believes that the secret of success lies behind the consolidation of
relations, which would facilitate the process of building bridges that contribute to
moving the wheel of development.

Session language: Arabic

Thursday | 14.10.2021 9:00 to 10:00 pm

The future of the film industry and film making
Panelists
Moderator:

Mustafa Abbas

Emirati writer and director

Balqees saber
Media presenter

Balqees Sabir, Have always been passionate about
art, she started her art journey at a very early
age. She studied Applied Media Communication to
add on her creativity path & currently working in
the field of marketing & events.

Session language: English

Mustafa Abbas is an award-winning Emirati writer and
director. His film Sunset State was an official selection
of the Dubai International Film Festival, and played in
multiple other international festivals around the world.
With his distinct style of filmmaking, Abbas has played
a big part in developing the local film scene going back
more than a decade. He is known as one of the pioneers
in the Emirati film industry and has contributed in not
only writing, producing and directing films but also has
been on the jury for festivals as well as competitions
including the first ever Nikon Film festival, and the
Community Development Authority which is part of Dubai
Government. One of his many highlights was being the
guest of honor at a ceremony held by Dubai Customs
where he was awarded for his work as an Emirati
filmmaker. Last year, Mustafa released his latest project
The Long Game, which has won 15 awards in international
film competitions and festivals.

Maria-Christina Villaseñor

Director of Programming- New York
international Children Film Festival
Maria-Christina Villas'or Programming Director, New
York International Children's Film Festival (NYICFF): As
Programming Director and Chief Curator, Maria-Christina
oversees the film research, selection and curation process
for the New York International Children's Film Festival;
programming of the Industry Forum, and guides the film
selections for FilmEd Classroom and Touring programs. She
comes to NYICFF with extensive film expertise, curating and
programming for museums and festivals internationally and
writing on media widely, including authoring the exhibition
catalogues William Kentridge: Black Box/Chambre Noir
and Conversations between Shadows and Light: Italian
Cinematography. Her previous posts include serving as
Associate Curator of Film and Media Arts at the Guggenheim
Museum, where as part of her film and media installationbased practice she devised original film programs for all
ages and integrated a wide range of genres, styles and
international film productions in thematic programs to invite
broad audiences to expand their filmic, cultural and artistic
understanding. She has served on numerous film juries,
grants panels, and panels including the Kineko International
Children's Film Festival, Tokyo; Cinekid, Amsterdam; DOK
Leipzig, Germany; Morelia International Film Festival, Mexico;
Jerome Foundation; Rockefeller Foundation; and the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

Friday | 15.10.2021 5:30 to 6:30 PM

Role of festivals in promoting films
Panelists
Moderator:

Masoud Amralla Al Ali
Cinematographic

Batoul Al-Tamimi
Junior juror

A promising 17-year-old artist, a member of
Sajaya Girls in Sharjah. She has won many awards,
including the Sharjah Award for Voluntary Work,
the Sheikh Sultan Award for Celebrating The Spirit
of Youth, a member of the Promising Junior Jurors,
and Ambassador of the Cyber Security at the Child
Safety Department.

Session language: Arabic

Born in Sharjah, UAE in 1967. UAE University graduate in
Media. Curator & Director of "Emirates Film Competition";
Cultural Foundation, Abu Dhabi 2000-2006. Served as
director of the Gulf Film Festival 2008-2014. Former
Artistic Director of the Dubai International Film Festival
2007-2017. Have multiple writings in the fields of poetry
and and cinematic critiques. His writings were published
in many Arab magazines and newspapers. Directed
several shorts and documentaries including "Al-Rumram"
(1994), "The Rainbow Room ' 100 Years of Cinema" (1996),
"Horizontals and Ornament in the Baroque Age" (1999),
'The Mountain Keepers' (2005). Severed as jury member in
over 40 Arabic and International film festivals. Supervised
and co-wrote many scripts for Arab and none-Arab
filmmakers. He also edited films and published a joint
poetic book entitled "Hymns of the Seagull".

Amer Salmeen

Founder & GM Al Ain Film Festival
Emirati writer and director, has a long successful history in
media as editor and presenter of many programs on Dubai TV,
Abu Dhabi TV and Abu Dhabi Radio, also Editor-in-Chief of many
magazines.

Ahmed Al Mulla

Director and founder of the Saudi
Film Festival
Ahmed Al-Mulla is the director of the Saudi Film Festival
and advisor to the Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the Saudi Arabian Society for Culture and Arts since 2018,
and a member of the Board of Directors of the Cultural
Resource Foundation 2018.

