MINI CINEMA
Thursday | 14 October - Morning Shows
09:15 am to 10:00 am (45 min show + 10 min Q & A)

8-10

Pencil
Pencil is set in Singapore in the 1990s, focusing on the story of two
school girls. They get late for school one day but run away before
getting detention. Xen is Smart and Joanne is bubbly.
Xen catches Joanne stealing a pencil’s rubber from the shop. This
takes a toll on their friendship. Later, Xen finds out that Joanne
has been stealing or offering an eraser to ‘Perfect,’ a boy, to keep
their names away from detention. This leads to the rebuilding of the
friendship as we see the girls always standing up for each other.
Director:

Gina Tan

Country:

Singapore
Mandarin and English with Arabic Subtitles

Duration:

15 Minutes

Production Year:

2019

Genre:

International Short Films

About The Director
Regina Tan is a famous young director and writer, belongs
to Singapore. After graduation, she worked her way up as a
freelance 1st Assistant Director for features, commercials
as well as television series. She also completed directing 4
episodes of "The Munah & Hirzi show. She is concurrently
developing several film, television and commercial projects as
a full time director. Her experience with different genres has
proven her to be a versatile director with a sharp sensibility.
Her film, “Transit” was awarded the Best Documentary at the
prestigious Cecil Awards at Chapman University and won the
Bronze at the Singapore Crowbar Awards.

8-10

Yarne
Best friend children monks residing in a Buddhist monastery start
getting tiny contributions for praying, only to have their friendship
strained over spending it. It's enticing to predict what would happen
in the end. These films are exemplary because we know we would
never be able to witness them in the actual world. Will Sonam, the
young boy, be able to get what he wants and understand between
healthy and unhealthy friendships?
Director:

Andrew Krakower

Country:

Nepal, USA
Tibetan and Nepalese with Arabic Subtitles

Duration:

15 minutes

Production Year:

2019 (Middle East Premiere)

Genre:

Int'l Short Films

About The Director
Andrew Krakower is an award-winning Texas filmmaker
whose works reveal a unique world perspective derived
from his eight years in the Himalayan regions of Nepal.
After studying film at The University of Texas at Austin,
he directed "The Children's War," a feature documentary
recognized by the United Nations for shedding light on the
atrocities of a brutal civil war in Uganda. Krakower returned
to his fiction roots with "Yarne. This film was premiered as a
finalist in the Oscar-qualifying Austin Film Festival and was
selected by more than 60 international film festivals

8-10

Mommy's Calf
A film enough to move you to tears, enough to see a little boy’s
innocence and his understanding of how intimate a mother-child
relationship is. Even if it’s an animal!
Made under Viktoria Runtsova, this is a delight to watch. Every
action of the child drips of the decision the child has made to return
a calf back to his mother. But can he?
Director:

Viktoria Runtsova

Country:

Russia
Russian with English with Arabic Subtitles

Duration:

15 minutes

Production Year:

2019

Genre:

Int'l Short Film

About The Director
Victoria Runtsova was born on November 28, 1988 in Gomel,
USSR (now Belarus). She graduated from Schepkin Theater
University in 2012. As an actress, she worked in theater,
movies and tv series. She completed her gratuation from
the movie school “Svobodnoe Kino” in 2016 Being an actress
and director, she is well known for Mommy's Calf ( initially
released in 2019), Tvoyu mat (2018) and Vorotnichok (2017).
Film was written by Victoria Runtsova and Marina Voevoda.

10:15 am to 11:20 pm (55min show + 10min Q & A)

14+

Skies Above Hebron
Take away freedom, and you take away the very essence of being human.
Amer is a huge fan of pigeons since they are so lively and full of their own
will. A coming-of-age movie shot in Hebron over five years, the opening
scenes show how restricted Anas and his brother's freedom of movement
is. How can these young Palestinians who are yet to experience the world
cope in such a stressful society?
Director:

Director: Esther Hertog, Paul King

Country:

Netherlands
English with Arabic Subtitles

Duration:

55 minutes

Production Year:

2020

Genre:

Documentary Film

About The Director
Paul King & Esther Hertog are the directors and the writers
of this film. Esther Hertog was born in Amsterdam and raised
from age 11 to 24 in Israel. She directs, film, research and edit,
and between independent films, she works for Dutch TV as
freelance researcher, producer and camerawomen.
Paul King started out filmmaking in 1990. The last 20 years he
has lived in Amsterdam, from where he Directed & developed
various International TV documentary series, and worked
as creative producer, writer and director for independent
productions.

MINI CINEMA
Thursday | 14 October - Evening Shows
05:00 pm to 06:45 pm (90 min show + 10 min show)

14+

Barcode
The first few minutes of the film Barcode, will make you feel that
everything is as normal as it can get. A few men, big parcels, and dealers
scanning the barcodes. The minute everything starts to feel normal,
things start getting fishy.
One fine day, when a man books quantitative parcels and wants it to be
delivered mid-week, he’s charged higher than the usual. It is till the last
two minutes which will make you question what you saw. Are the men
dealing in an “object” which they shouldn’t?
Director:

Mohammed Ali

Country:

Saudi Arabia
Arabic with English Subtitles

Duration:

11 minutes

Production Year:
Genre:

GCC Short Films

About The Director
Muhammad Ali is an actor, scriptwriter, stage, short films
and television director. He has written and participated
in more than 100 theatrical plays. His last presence was in
"Whispers", the Saudi drama series, which is the first Saudi
work acquired by the Netflix platform. He has written and
directed many advertisements for large companies, such as
the Arabian Oud Company - Intellectual Property Authority,
and others. He is the author and actor of "White Blackness".
Barcode, is his written and directed short film.

14+

Opportunity
Sometimes you just know from the start that this is not going to be
easy. But as time clicks, the stress rises between the men. What you
see is a skull, a morgue, and a few men discussing life and death, and
it is in the moment you realize that the thunder is to stick you.
While the time passes, it leaves you hanging with one question: how
will the way out of this be found, or is the game of life and death
going to get deadlier?

Director:

Fahad Alotaibi

Country:

Saudi Arabia
Arabic with English Subtitles

Duration:

38 minutes

Production Year:

2020 (World Premiere)

Genre:

GCC Short Films

About The Director
Fahd Al-Otaibi is a Saudi director based in Saudi Arabia.
He has been working in film and advertising industry for
10 years. In advertising, he worked in several local and
international projects. He got really good communication
skills which help him articulate his ideas as well as production
goals. Being a film director, he knows how all the pieces fit,
from the script, to the cast, to the props, and every bit of
creative magic that makes the film a success.

14+

Block
How easy is it for millions of people to sit behind a screen and
anonymously bully people and destroy them? That's how simple the
internet has made it seem!
The story revolves around Revan, the happy-go-lucky girl who enjoys
her time spent on Instagram. Soon, she finds herself in turmoil which
could almost land her in jail. Will she be able to prove her innocence or
be another victim of cyber bullying?
Director:

Mohammed Atabani

Country:

Saudi Arabia
Arabic with English Subtitles

Duration:

28 minutes

Production Year:

2020 (UAE Premiere)

Genre:

GCC Short Films

About The Director
Mohamed El Atabani was born in 20.01.1996, in Saudi Arabia.
He is based in Jeddah and graduated from College of
Communication and Media at King Abdulaziz University in
Jeddah, with bachelor in radio and television major. He
studied and attended specialized courses in film direction
from the Higher Institute of Cinema in Egypt. He trained
and worked with several well-known production companies
in Saudi Arabia - in Jeddah, particularly – including, Made in
Saudi, Uturn and 77 Media, from 2013 to 2015.
His short film “Block” is the winner of Audience Award and
the Golden Palm at the Saudi Film Festival in Dammam in 2020.

14+

Jeshoo
Jeshoo gives you a glimpse into the life of a menial worker, a trash
collector. It is just one of the several similar days and the challenges
a person faces. The short film aims to promote humanity and equality
among people.
There are all kinds of people, yet, we shouldn't abandon our humanity.
The movie ends on an emotional note into the life of the trash
collector, Jeshoo.
Director:

Mohammed Sudaif

Country:

Bahrain
English, Arabic, and Malayalam

Duration:

17 minutes

Production Year:

2020 (Middle East Premiere)

Genre:

GCC Short Films

About The Director
Muhammad Sadif was born in 1978. He is a Bahraini writer and
film director started as a stage actor in 1994, then turned to
film direction. Together with a group of artists and directors,
he founded artistic and cinematic forums. He has written and
directed a multitude of films, including, the short feature
film“The Remnants of the Blood Tide (2000), the short comedy
film “Salman about to fall” (2005), the feature TV film “Bassem
Al Hussein” (2008), the short feature films “The Gift of the
Angels” (2013), “Black Feet” (2014) and “On the Banks” (2014),
“My Love is a Virgin,” a short film which was appeared at the
opening of National Unity Festival in Bahrain, and “Passion,”
a short feature film directed in (2016). His film "Jeshoo was
screened at Torres International Festival (India).

