MINI CINEMA
Wednesday | 13 October - Morning Shows
09:15 am to 10:15 am (45 min show + 10 min Q & A)

8-10

Only a Child
No one can change the past, but what can be changed is how
we think about it, maybe by planting kindness and uprooting
bitterness and ignorance. As denizens of this planet, we all have a
responsibility to leave the globe a healthier, greener, and better
place for our future generations.
This film will bring you face-to-face with the grave issues we as a
planet have been ignoring for a long. But how much longer?
Director:

Simone Giampaolo

Country:

Switzerland
English with Arabic Subtitles

Duration:

6 minutes

Production Year:

2020 (Middle East Premiere)

Genre:

Short Animation Film

About The Director
Simone Giampaolo is a director and animator from
Switzerland (Ticino) with an insatiable appetite for
storytelling. In 2013, he graduated with Distinction from
the BA (Hons) Computer Animation Arts course at the
National Centre for Computer Animation in Bournemouth
(UK). Throughout his career he’s directed, storyboarded
and animated on over ten animated short films, some of
whom have been screened at several international film
festivals gaining recognition and also winning some awards.
He is now represented by world-famous studio “Aardman
Animations” as Animation Director.

8-10

Sweet Taste of
Darkness
The film focuses on a boy who is fascinated by the darkness. He attempts
to train himself to write with eyes closed, climb the stairs, or cross the
streets. This labels him as a troublemaker at school as other kids try to
follow his actions.
At home, his mother and father get marriage troubles. By the end, we
learn why the boy might be fascinated by the darkness. His father is blind,
and he wants to show anyone can achieve anything even if they are blind.
Director:

Mitra Raeesmohammadi

Country:

Iran
Persian with Arabic and English Subtitles

Duration:

20 minutes

Production Year:

2020 (World Premiere)

Genre:

Int’l Short Films

About The Director
Mitra Raees mohammadi was born on April 01, 1982. She is
an Iranian Writer, Director, Producer, and Photographer.
She grew up in a traditional religious family but as a
curious and dreamy child, reading a lot of novels and
historical books, taking photos, listening to light and
classic music that all formed part of her personality and
calmed her explorer's mind. “Sweet Taste of Darkness”
carries an emotional message and portrays the Iranian
culture in an exclusive manner.

8-10

Bach-Hong
Jeanne's heart-wrenching story will have you question so many things.
Her childhood was filled with heart-warming memories of her love for all
the animals around her. Especially a very special horse, Bach-hong.
Things take a tragic turn when Bach-Hong, along with others, is shot by
the army. This leaves Jeanne heartbroken. But will she let go of the last
memory she has of their friendship during times of crisis?
Director:

Elsa Duhamel

Country:

France
French with Arabic and English Subtitles

Duration:

18 minutes

Production Year:

2019 (Middle East Premiere)

Genre:

Short Animation Film

About The Director
Elsa Duhamel was born on June 10th, 1988 in Lille (France).
Firstly, she studied animation at ESAAT art school in
Roubaix, then at EMCA in Angouleme, where she directed
her first student film ”Francoise” in 2010 about a women
victim of rape when she was a child. She moved on to La
Poudrière, the animation school in Valence, where she
directed her graduation film "Pieds verts", about a couple
of Algerians who made a Mediterranean garden in the
North of France.

10:30 am to 12:40 pm (115 min show + 10 min Q & A)

14+

Running Against
The Wind
A well-crafted movie about two boys in Ethiopia, racing against the
time to make their dreams come true.
The boys grow up together in a secluded town – until a single shot
changes their lives forever! Solomon travels to Addis Ababa to
pursue his career while Abdi stays at home and trains to achieve his
goals. Ten years later, he comes back but believes Solomon has died
by now. Will he listen to his inner voice to hunt for his old friend?
Director:
Country:
Duration:

Jan Philipp Weyl
Ethiopia, Germany
Amharic with Arabic and English Subtitles

Production Year:

115 minutes
2019 (Middle East Premiere)

Genre:

Feature Film

About The Director
Jan Philipp Weyl is a professional writer and film director. He
is known for “Running Against the Wind” (2019), “Buena Vista
Chico”, “The Three Musketeers” (2011). His directed film,
“Running Against the Wind” is an Ethiopian drama film. It was
selected as the Ethiopian entry for the Best International
Feature Film at the 92nd Academy Awards, though it was
not nominated in the end. It’s the story of two brothers.
One brother dreams of becoming an Olympic runner while the
other aspires to be a photographer.

MINI CINEMA
Wednesday | 13 October - Evening Shows
05:00 pm to 06:50 pm (100 min show + 10 min Q & A)

8+

In My Dream
The film walks us through the life of Tarik, a 9-year-old boy, and his
experiences following an accident. He loses his father in this horrible
occurrence, and his mother falls into a coma. He eventually loses his
memory, and his sole link to the past is through symbolic dreams.
But how will the young boy use his new life and dreams to hold on
to life after returning to his grandfather's house in the hamlet
following the accident?
Director:

Murat Ceri

Country:

Turkey
Turkish with Arabic and English Subtitles

Duration:

100 minutes

Production Year:

2020 (Middle East Premiere)

Genre:

Feature Film

About The Director
MURAT ÇERİ was born in Bolu (Gerede) in 1980. He completed
his primary and secondary education in Ankara. In 2000,
he came to Istanbul (the city of legends and dreams). He
enrolled in the cinema department of BSF (Academy of
Science and Arts and Philosophy), which was opened in
Taksim and studied here for two years. His directed film “In
My Dream” and it was the winner of Malatya Film Festival.
This film was shown in 25 different countries and won many
awards. He is preparing to shoot his second movie called 'See
You Tomorrow' in 2022.

